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Violence against Women — Facts and Figures

“Gender-based violence knows no colour and nationality. It devastates lives and fractures
communities, impeding development in every nation. In every country, the well-being, promise
and gifts of millions of women and girls are destroyed by violence. ... To work together to end it,
we must understand that it can be stopped.” —Noeleen Heyzer, UNIFEM Executive Director

Violence against women and girls is a universal problem of epidemic proportions. Perhaps the most
pervasive human rights violation that we know today, it devastates lives, fractures communities, and
stalls development.

Statistics paint a horrifying picture of the social and health consequences of violence against women.
Violence against women is a major cause of death and disability for women 16 to 44 years of age [1]. It
is as serious a cause of death and incapacity among women of reproductive age as cancer, and a
greater cause of ill-health than traffic accidents and malaria combined [2]. Several studies have
revealed increasing links between violence against women and HIV/AIDS. Women who have
experienced violence are at a higher risk of HIV infection: a survey among 1,366 South African women
showed that women who were beaten by their partners were 48 per cent more likely to be infected with
HIV than those who were not [3].

The economic cost of violence against women is considerable — a 2003 report by the US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates that the costs of intimate partner violence in the
United States alone exceed US$5.8 billion per year: US$4.1 billion are for direct medical and health
care services, while productivity losses account for nearly US$1.8 billion [4]. Whereas the figures
calculated in miscellaneous studies vary considerably from country to country due to different
methodologies applied, it has been established clearly that the economic costs of violence against
women are enormous. They impoverish individuals, families, communities and governments and reduce
the economic development of each nation [5].

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Domestic and intimate partner violence involves physical and sexual attacks against women in the
home, within the family or within an intimate relationship. Women are more at risk of experiencing
violence in intimate relationships than anywhere else.

In no country in the world are women safe from this type of violence. Out of ten counties surveyed in a
2005 study by the World Health Organization (WHO), more than 50 per cent of women in Bangladesh,
Ethiopia, Peru and Tanzania reported having been subjected to physical or sexual violence by intimate
partners, with figures reaching staggering 71 per cent in rural Ethiopia. Only in one country (Japan) did
less than 20 per cent of women report incidents of domestic violence [6]. An earlier WHO study puts the
number of women physically abused by their partners or ex-partners at 30 per cent in the United
Kingdom, and 22 per cent in the United States [7].

Based on several surveys from around the world, half of the women who die from homicides are killed
by their current or former husbands or partners. Women are killed by people they know and die from
guns violence, beatings and burns, among numerous other forms of abuse [8]. A study conducted in
S&o Paulo, Brazil, reported that 13 per cent of deaths of women of reproductive age were homicides, of
which 60 per cent were committed by the victims' partners [9]. According to a UNIFEM report on
violence against women in Afghanistan, out of 1,327 incidents of violence against women collected
between January 2003 and June 2005, 36 women had been killed — in 16 cases (44.4 per cent) by
their intimate partners [10].
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Although many countries now have legislation that addresses domestic violence, high levels of violence
against women persist. There is clearly a need for greater focus on implementation and enforcement of
legislation, and an end to laws that emphasize family reunification over the rights of women and girls.

Limited availability of services, stigma and fear prevent women from seeking assistance and redress.
This has been confirmed by a study published by the WHO in 2005: on the basis of data collected from
24,000 women in 10 countries, between 55 per cent and 95 per cent of women who had been
physically abused by their partners had never contacted NGOs, shelters or the police for help [11].

— The UN Trust Fund to Eliminate Violence against Women supported a project to eliminate domestic
violence in Nigeria. The project aimed to sensitize the general public through producing and airing a TV
drama series on VAW with the title “Trauma.” It also held workshops and advocacy meetings with
stakeholders and legislators in order to support the adoption of a pending domestic violence bill. During
project implementation, the bill was adopted in three out of six states in Nigeria.

SEXUAL VIOLENCE

Although women are more at risk of violence from their intimate partners than from other persons,
sexual violence by non-partners is also common in many settings. “Sexual violence by non-partners
refers to violence by a relative, friend, acquaintance, neighbour, work colleague or stranger. Estimates
of the prevalence of sexual violence by non-partners are difficult to establish, because in many
societies, sexual violence remains an issue of deep shame for women and often for their families.
Statistics on rape extracted from police records, for example, are notoriously unreliable because of
significant underreporting.” [12]

It is estimated that worldwide, one in five women becomes a victim of rape or attempted rape in her
lifetime [13]. In a randomly selected study of nearly 1,200 ninth-grade students in Geneva, Switzerland,
20 per cent of girls revealed they had experienced at least one incident of physical sexual abuse [14].
According to the 2005 multi-country study on domestic violence undertaken by the WHO, between 10
and 12 per cent of women in Peru, Samoa and Tanzania have suffered sexual violence by non-partners
after the age of 15. Other population-based studies reveal that 11.6 per cent of women in Canada
reported sexual violence by a non-partner in their lifetime, and between 10 and 20 per cent of women in
New Zealand and Australia have experienced various forms of sexual violence from non-partners,
including unwanted sexual touching, attempted rape and rape [15].

In many societies, the legal system and community attitudes add to the trauma that rape survivors
experience. Women are often held responsible for the violence against them, and in many places laws
contain loopholes which allow the perpetrators to act with impunity. In a number of countries, a rapist
can go free under the Penal Code if he proposes to marry the victim and she consents [16].

HARMFUL TRADITIONAL PRACTICES

Harmful traditional practices refer to types of violence that have been committed against women in
certain communities and societies for so long that these abuses are considered a part of accepted
cultural practice. These violations include female genital mutilation or cutting (FGM), dowry murder, so-
called “honour killings,” and early marriage. They lead to death, disabilities, and physical and
psychological dysfunction for millions of women annually.

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

FGM refers to several types of deeply rooted traditional cutting operations performed on women and
girls. Often part of fertility or coming-of-age rituals, FGM is sometimes justified as a way to ensure
chastity and genital “purity.” It is estimated that more than 130 million girls and women alive today have
undergone FGM, mainly in Africa and some Middle Eastern countries [17], and two million girls a year
are at risk of mutilation. Cases of FGM have been reported in Asian countries such as India, Indonesia,
Malaysia and Sri Lanka, and it is suspected that it is performed among some indigenous groups in
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Central and South America [18]. FGM is also being practiced among immigrant communities in Europe,
North America and Australia [19].

Since the late 1980s, opposition to FGM and efforts to combat the practice have increased. According
to the Secretary-General’s in-depth study on violence against women, as of April 2006, fifteen of the 28
African States where FGM is prevalent made FGM an offence under criminal law. Of the nine States in
Asia and the Arabian Peninsula where female genital mutilation/cutting is prevalent among certain
groups, two have enacted legal measures prohibiting it. In addition, ten States in other parts of the
world have enacted laws criminalizing the practice [20].

— UNIFEM supported a project in Kenya, which involved local communities developing alternative
coming-of-age rituals, such as “circumcision with words” — celebrating a young girl's entry into
womanhood with words instead of genital cutting. The project involved close cooperation with
circumcisers, religious leaders, and men and boys in the communities [21]. Another project in Mali, with
support from the UN Trust Fund to Eliminate Violence against Women, is currently working to foster
dialogue and build capacities among government ministries, parliamentarians, civil society and
traditional and religious leaders that can lead to changes in harmful practices and attitudes.

Dowry Murder

Dowry murder is a brutal practice involving a woman being killed by her husband or in-laws because
her family is unable to meet their demands for her dowry — a payment made to a woman'’s in-laws
upon her engagement or marriage as a gift to her new family. It is not uncommon for dowries to exceed
a family’s annual income.

While cultures throughout the world have dowries or analogous payments, dowry murder occurs
predominantly in South Asia. According to official crime statistics in India, 6,822 women were killed in
2002 as a result of such violence. Small community studies have also indicated that dowry demands
have played an important role in women being burned to death and in deaths of women labelled as
suicides [22]. In Bangladesh, there have been many incidents of acid attacks due to dowry disputes
[23], leading often to blindness, disfigurement, and death. In 2002, 315 women and girls in Bangladesh
were victims of acid attacks [24].

“Honour Killings”

In many societies, rape victims, women suspected of engaging in premarital sex, and women accused
of adultery have been murdered by their male relatives because the violation of a woman’s chastity is
viewed as an affront to the family’s honour.

According to a 2002 report by the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, “honour killings”
take place in Pakistan, Turkey, Jordan, Syria, Egypt, Lebanon, Iran, Yemen, Morocco and other
Mediterranean and Gulf countries. It also takes place in countries such as Germany, France and the
United Kingdom within the immigrant communities. It is not only in Islamic countries or communities that
this act of violence is prevalent. Brazil is cited as a case in point, where killing is justified to defend the
honour of the husband in the case of a wife’s adultery [25].

According to a government report, 4,000 women and men were killed in Pakistan in the name of honour
between 1998 and 2003, the number of women being more than double the number of men [26]. In a
study of female deaths in Alexandria, Egypt, 47 per cent of the women were killed by a relative after the
woman had been raped [27]. In Jordan and Lebanon, 70 to 75 per cent of the perpetrators of these so-
called “honour killings” are the women'’s brothers [28].

— In Sudan, the UN Trust Fund to Eliminate Violence against Women supported a project to combat
“honour killings” in the Nuba Mountains region. The project trained local and religious leaders, women
leaders and teachers to become advocates in their communities against “honour killings” and other
forms of violence against women. They organized trainings and group discussions, as a result of which
“honour killings” were for the first time discussed in public. The project led to positive changes in
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knowledge, attitudes and practices among community members who increasingly began to regard
“honour killings” as a crime, rather than a legitimate means to defend a tribe’s honour.

Early Marriage

The practice of early marriage is prevalent throughout the world, especially in Africa and South Asia.
This is a form of sexual violence, since young girls are often forced into the marriage and into sexual
relations, which jeopardizes their health, raises their risk of exposure to HIV/AIDS and limits their
chance of attending school.

Parents and families often justify child marriages to ensure a better future for their daughters. Parents
and families marry off their younger daughters as a means to gain economic security and status for
them as well as for their daughters. Insecurity, conflict and societal crises also support early marriage.
In many African countries experiencing conflict, where there is a high possibility of young girls’ being
kidnapped, marrying them off at an early age is viewed as a means to secure their protection [29].

According to a 2006 report by the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women on her mission
to Afghanistan, an estimated 57 per cent of girls in Afghanistan are married before the age of 16.
Economic reasons are said to play a significant role in such marriages. Due to the common practice of
“bride money,” the girl child becomes an asset exchangeable for money or goods. Families see
committing a young daughter (or sister) to a family that is able to pay a high price for the bride as a
viable solution to their poverty and indebtedness. The custom of bride money may motivate families that
face indebtedness and economic crisis to “cash in” the “asset” as young as 6 or 7, with the
understanding that the actual marriage is delayed until the child reaches puberty. However, reports
indicate that this is rarely observed, and that little girls may be sexually violated not only by the groom,
but also by older men in the family, particularly if the groom is a child too [30].

TRAFFICKING IN WOMEN AND GIRLS

Trafficking involves the recruitment and transportation of persons, using deception, coercion and threats
in order to place and keep them in a situation of forced labour, slavery or servitude. Persons are
trafficked into a variety of sectors of the informal economy, including prostitution, domestic work,
agriculture, the garment industry or street begging.

While exact data are hard to come by, estimates of the number of trafficked persons range from
500,000 to two million per year, and a few organizations have estimated that up to four million persons
are trafficked every year [31]. Although women, men, girls and boys can become victims of trafficking,
the majority of victims are female. Various forms of gender-based discrimination increase the risks of
women and girls to become affected by poverty, which in turns puts them at higher risk of becoming
targeted by traffickers, who use false promises of jobs and educational opportunities to recruit their
victims. Trafficking is often connected to organized crime and is developed into a highly profitable
business that generates an estimated US$7-12 billion per year [32].

Trafficking is in most cases a trans-border crime that affects all regions of the world: according to a
2006 UN global report on trafficking, 127 countries have been documented as countries of origin, and
137 as countries of destination. The main countries of origin are reported to be in Central and South-
Eastern Europe, the Commonwealth of Independent States and Asia, followed by West Africa, Latin
America and the Caribbean. The most commonly reported countries of destination are in Western
Europe, Asia and Northern America [33].

— UNIFEM supported the publication of a report on the links between women'’s lack of economic
opportunities and their vulnerability to trafficking in Albania. The study reveals that the major factors that
increase the risk of trafficking for women in Albania are poverty, lack of economic opportunities, low
level of education, domestic violence, and inadequate law enforcement. It sheds light on the ways in
which anti-trafficking strategies can be linked with economic development and social inclusion, so that a
more holistic, long-term approach to anti-trafficking is developed that addresses the root causes [34].



HIV/AIDS AND VIOLENCE

Women's inability to negotiate safer sex and refuse unwanted sex is closely linked to the high
prevalence HIV/AIDS. Unwanted sex — from being unable to say “no!” to a partner and be heard, to
sexual assault such as rape — results in a higher risk of abrasion and bleeding, providing a ready
avenue for transmission of the virus. A survey among 1,366 South African women, for instance,
revealed that women who have experienced violence by their partners were 48 per cent more likely to
be infected with HIV than those who were not [35]. Both realities obliterate women'’s ability to protect
themselves from infection.

Violence is a cause as well as a consequence of HIV/AIDS: for many women, the fear of violence
prevents them from declaring their HIV-positive status and seeking help and treatment. They have been
driven from their homes, left destitute, ostracized by their families and community, and subjected to
extreme physical and emotional abuse. In 1998 Gugu Dhlamini was stoned to death by men in her
community in South Africa after she declared her HIV-positive status on radio and television on World
AIDS Day.

Young women are particularly vulnerable to coerced sex and are increasingly being infected with
HIV/AIDS. Over half of new HIV infections worldwide are occurring among young people between the
ages of 15 and 24, and more than 60 per cent of HIV-positive youth between the ages of 15 and 24 are
women. A study conducted in Tanzania in 2001 found that HIV-positive women were more than two and
one-half times more likely than HIV-negative women to have experienced violence perpetrated by their
current partner [36].

A 2002 UNIFEM-sponsored report on the impact of armed conflict on women underscores how the
chaotic and brutal circumstances of armed conflict aggravate all the factors that fuel the AIDS crisis.
Tragically and most cruelly, in many conflicts, the planned and purposeful infection of women with HIV
has been a tool of war, often pitting one ethnic group against another, such as what occurred during the
genocide in Rwanda in 1994 [37].

— The UN Trust Fund to Eliminate Violence against Women supported a project in Haiti that trained
community-based human rights workers (ajan) who work with women victims of rape, on the connection
between HIV/AIDS and violence against women. The project helped to increase ajan’s understanding of
their role in promoting women'’s health and human rights, and contributed to a process of catharsis and
empowerment of ajan members, many of whom had been victims of rape themselves.

— In the Caribbean, UNIFEM took the lead in establishing the Regional Coalition on Women and AIDS,
an advocacy group focusing on the prevention of HIV/AIDS among women and girls. In the age group
15-24, women in the region are up to six times more likely to contract HIV than men — often as a result
of sexual violence.

CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN IN WAR AND ARMED CONFLICT

The victims in today's armed conflicts are far more likely to be civilians than soldiers. Some 70 per cent
of the casualties in recent conflicts have been non-combatants — most of them women and children.
Women'’s bodies have become part of the battleground for those who use terror as a tactic of war —
they are raped, abducted, humiliated and made to undergo forced pregnancy, sexual abuse and
slavery. Violence against women during or after armed conflicts has been reported from many countries
or areas, including Afghanistan, Burundi, Chad, Colombia, Céte d’'lvoire, Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Liberia, Peru, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Chechnya/Russian Federation, Darfur, Sudan, northern
Uganda and the former Yugoslavia [38].

In Rwanda, up to half a million women were raped during the 1994 genocide. The numbers were as
high as 60,000 in the war in Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina. Equally, in Sierra Leone, the number of
incidents of war-related sexual violence among internally displaced women from 1991 to 2001 was as
high as 64,000 [39]. When the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women visited the Darfur
region in Sudan in 2004, she received testimonies of women and girls who have suffered multiple forms
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of violence committed by government-backed militia and security forces, including rape, killings, the
burning of homes and pillage of livestock. Displaced women and girls living in refugee camps have
reported rapes, beatings and abductions that occur when they leave the camps for necessities. Victims
of rape have faced numerous obstacles in accessing justice and health care, for instance, being
accused of having made false accusations, having had consensual sex before marriage, or having
committed adultery in violation of the Penal Code [40].

A 2002 UNIFEM-sponsored report on the issue quoted a UN official in Goma, Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC), on the terror of daily life for people in the region: “From Pweto down near the Zambian
border right up to Aru on the Sudan/Uganda border, it's a black hole where no one is safe and where no
outsider goes. Women take a risk when they go out to the fields or on a road to a market. Any day they
can be stripped naked, humiliated and raped in public. Many, many people no longer sleep at home,
though sleeping in the bush is equally unsafe. Every night, another village is attacked. It could be any
group, no one knows, but they always take away women and girls" [41].

Protection and support for women survivors of violence in conflict and post-conflict areas is woefully
inadequate. Access to social services, protection, legal remedies, medical resources, and places of
refuge is limited despite the valiant efforts of numerous local NGOs to provide assistance. A climate of
impunity further exacerbates the situation, ensuring that perpetrators go unpunished and free to
continue their acts of violence. It is evident that much more effort is needed from governments and the
international community to strengthen mechanisms to investigate, report, prosecute and remedy
violence against women.

— The UN Trust Fund to Eliminate Violence against Women supported a project to train female ex-
combatants in Rwanda — many of whom had been victims of sexual violence during the armed conflict
— on women’s human rights and violence against women. The training provided participants with a
safe space to speak about their experiences of violence and trauma. It also empowered the women to
play a leading role in the fight against sexual violence against women and HIV/AIDS in their
communities.

Notes

(1) Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 2002, Recommendation 1582 (2002) on Domestic
Violence against women.

(2) World Bank 1993, World Development Report: Investing in Health, New York, Oxford University
Press.

(3) Referred to by UNAIDS, UNFPA, UNIFEM, Women and HIV/AIDS: Confronting the Crisis. Geneva,
New York. 2004. 47-48.

(4) Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2003, Costs of Intimate Partner Violence against
Women in the United States, Atlanta.

(5) General Assembly. In-Depth Study on All Forms of Violence against Women: Report of the
Secretary General, 2006. A/61/122/Add.1. 6 July 2006. 52.

(6) Garcia-Moreno et al. 2005. WHO Multi-country Study on Women'’s Health and Domestic Violence
against Women. Initial results on prevalence, health outcomes and women'’s responses, Geneva: WHO.

(7) Krug et al. 2002. World Report on Violence and Health. Geneva: WHO. 90-91.

(8) Krug et al. 2002. World Report on Violence and Health. Geneva: WHO. 93.



—-7-

(9) Referred to by S.G. Diniz, A F. d'Oliveira. International Journal of Gynecology and Obstetrics. 63
Suppl. 1 (1998). 34.

(10) UNIFEM Afghanistan, Julie Lafreniere. Uncounted and Discounted. A Secondary Data Research
Project on Violence against Women in Afghanistan. 2006. 31.

(11) Garcia-Moreno et al. 2005. WHO Multi-country Study on Women'’s Health and Domestic Violence
Against Women. Initial results on prevalence, health outcomes and women'’s responses, Geneva:
WHO. 74.

(12) General Assembly. In-Depth Study on All Forms of Violence against Women: Report of the
Secretary General, 2006. A/61/122/Add.1. 6 July 2006. 41.

(13) Referred to by Maria José Alcala. State of World Population 2005. The Promise of Equality:
Gender Equity, Reproductive Health and the Millennium Development Goals. UNFPA. 2005. 65.

(14) D Halperin et al. Prevalence of child sexual abuse among adolescents in Geneva: results of a
cross-sectional survey. British Medical Journal. 1996. Vol. 312, 1326-9.

(15). Referred to by General Assembly. In-Depth Study on All Forms of Violence against Women:
Report of the Secretary-General, 2006. A/61/122/Add.1. 6 July 2006. 41.

(16) Radhika Coomeraswamy. Integration of the Human Rights of Women and the Gender Perspective:
Violence against Women. Report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and
consequences. Cultural practices in the family that are violent towards women. E/CN.4/2002/93. 31
January 2002. 19.

(17). Referred to by General Assembly. In-Depth Study on All Forms of Violence against Women:
Report of the Secretary-General, 2006. A/61/122/Add.1. 6 July 2006. 39.

(18) Radhika Coomaraswamy. Integration of the Human Rights of Women and the Gender Perspective:
Violence against Women. Report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and
consequences. Cultural practices in the family that are violent towards women. E/CN.4/2002/93. 31
January 2002. 10.

(19). Referred to by General Assembly. In-Depth Study on All Forms of Violence against Women:
Report of the Secretary-General, 2006. A/61/122/Add.1. 6 July 2006. 39.

(20). General Assembly. In-Depth Study on All Forms of Violence against Women: Report of the
Secretary-General, 2006. A/61/122/Add.1. 6 July 2006. 40.

(21) Cheywa Spindel, Elisa Levy, Melissa Connor, With an End in Sight: Strategies from the UN Trust
Fund to Eliminate Violence against Women. New York 2000. 23-33.

(22). Referred to by General Assembly. In-Depth Study on All Forms of Violence against Women:
Report of the Secretary-General, 2006. A/61/122/Add.1. 6 July 2006. 90.

(23) Carrin Benninger-Budel and Anne-Laurence Lacroix. World Organisation against Torture, Violence
against Women: A Report 1999. Geneva. OMCT.

(24) Bangladesh: Death for Man who Maimed Girl, New York Times, 30 July 2003.

(25) Radhika Coomaraswamy. Integration of the Human Rights of Women and the Gender Perspective:
Violence Against Women. Report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and
consequences. Cultural practices in the family that are violent towards women. E/CN.4/2002/93. 31
January 2002. 12.



-8—

(26) General Assembly. In-Depth Study on All Forms of Violence against Women: Report of the
Secretary-General, 2006. A/61/122/Add.1. 6 July 2006. 40.

(27) Krug et al. 2002. World Report on Violence and Health. Geneva: WHO. 93.
(28) UNIFEM. 2002. Regional Scan, Arab Region.

(29) Early Marriage in a Human Rights Context — Background Information prepared by the Working
Group on Girls for the May 10, 2002, Supporting Event of the UN Special Session on Children 8-10 May
2002.

(30) Yakin Erturk. Integration of the Human Rights of Women and the Gender Perspective: Violence
Against Women. Report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and
consequences. Addendum. Mission to Afghanistan (9 to 19 July 2005). E/CN.4/2006/61/Add.5. 15
February 2006. 7-8.

(31) UNESCO Trafficking Statistics Project. 2004.
http://www.unescobkk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/culture/Trafficking/project/Graph_Worldwide_Sept_20
04.pdf.

(32) Referred to by Maria José Alcala et al. State of World Population 2006. A Passage to Hope.
Women and International Migration. UNFPA. 2006.

(33) Referred to by General Assembly. In-Depth Study on All Forms of Violence against Women:
Report of the Secretary-General, 2006. A/61/122/Add.1. 6 July 2006. 43.

(34) Milva Ekonomi, Eklantina Gjermeni, Ermira Danaj, Elvana Lula, Ledia Beci. Creating Economic
Opportunities for Women in Albania: A Strategy for the Prevention of Human Trafficking. Tirana. 2006.

(35) Referred to by General Assembly, In-Depth Study on All Forms of Violence against Women:
Report of the Secretary-General, 2006. A/61/122/Add.1. 6 July 2006. 49.

(36) Maman, S., Mbwambo, J., Hogan M., Kilonzo, G., Sweat, M. and Weiss, E. (2001). HIV and
Partner Violence: Implications for HIV Voluntary Counselling and Testing Programs in Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania. New York: The Population Council Inc. 30.

(37) Rehn, E., and Sirleaf Johnson, E., The Independent Experts' Assessment on the Impact of Armed
Conflict on Women and the Role of Women in Peace-building, Progress of the World's Women, Vol.1,
2002, UNIFEM.

(38) Referred to by General Assembly, In-Depth Study on All Forms of Violence against Women:
Report of the Secretary-General, 2006. A/61/122/Add.1. 6 July 2006. 45.

(39) Vlachova, Biason (editors). Women in an Insecure World. Geneva Centre for the Democratic
Control of Armed Forces. 2005.

(40) Yakin Erturk. Integration of the Human Rights of Women and the Gender Perspective: Violence
Against Women. Report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and
consequences. Addendum. Visit to the Darfur region of the Sudan. E/CN.4/2005/72/Add.5. 23
December 2004. 3.

(41) Rehn, E., and Sirleaf Johnson, E., The Independent Experts' Assessment on the Impact of Armed
Conflict on Women and the Role of Women in Peace-building, Progress of the World's Women, Vol.1,
2002, UNIFEM.



